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Dear President,

I am writing to you to express my concerns about the enforced disappearance of James Balao, an indige-
nous rights activist from Baguio City. Mr Balao was abducted close to his home on 17 September 2008. In
2010, your government established a task force to investigate allegations of extra-judicial killings and en-
forced disappearances, but there has been no update on James Balao’s case yet. I urge you to prioritize the
resolution of enforced disappearance cases, including that of Mr Balao, by ordering timely, thorough and
impartial investigations. I call on you to arrange the immediate and unconditional release of James Balao
unless he is promptly charged with a recognizably criminal offence. It has to be assured that he is not tor-
tured or otherwise ill-treated while in detention.

Sincerely,
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Dear President Medvedev,

having learned about the killing of  human rights activist Natalia Estemirova, I would like to express my
concerns regarding the investigations in this case. On the morning of 15 July 2009, Natalia Estemirova
was abducted outside her home in Grozny, Chechnya, and shot to death. She worked for the Russian hu-
man rights organization Memorial. Although it seems to be quite likely that government officials she had
found possibly involved in human rights violations in Kurchaloi and Shali in Chechnya were also involved
in her death, no investigations have looked into this possibility. I urge you to conduct an independent, im-
partial and thorough investigation of Natalia Estemirova’s killing, including the possible involvement of
government officials/members of security forces. Those responsible should be brought to justice.

Yours sincerely
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Estimado Sr. Presidente,

Le escribo para expresar mi preocupación sobre los casos de Inés Fernández Ortega y Valentina Rosendo
Cantú, dos mujeres indígenas, quienes fueron violadas por miembros de las fuerzas armadas en 2002.
Le pido a usted que implementen de forma inmediata todas las medidas necesarias para cumplir con la
sentencia emitida por la Corte Interamericana de Derechos Humanos. Esto incluye una investigación in-
mediata, exhaustiva e imparcial por un tribunal civil de la violación sexual y la tortura cometida contra
Inés Fernández Ortega y Valentina Rosendo Cantú. Además, hay que garantizar protección y reparación
adecuadas a las víctimas.

Con saludos cordiales,
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